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Appendix 15.1 Legislation Protecting the 
Archaeological Resource 

Protection of Cultural Heritage 

The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded through national and international 
policy designed to secure the protection of the cultural heritage resource to the 
fullest possible extent (Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 
1999, 35). This is undertaken in accordance with the provisions of the European 
Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta 
Convention), ratified by Ireland in 1997. 

The Archaeological Resource 

The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2014 and relevant provisions of the 
National Cultural Institutions Act 1997 are the primary means of ensuring the 
satisfactory protection of archaeological remains, which includes all man-made 
structures of whatever form or date except buildings habitually used for 
ecclesiastical purposes. A National Monument is described as ‘a monument or the 
remains of a monument the preservation of which is a matter of national 
importance by reason of the historical, architectural, traditional, artistic or 
archaeological interest attaching thereto’ (National Monuments Act 1930 Section 
2). A number of mechanisms under the National Monuments Act are applied to 
secure the protection of archaeological monuments. These include the Register of 
Historic Monuments, the Record of Monuments and Places, and the placing of 
Preservation Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders on endangered sites. 

Ownership and Guardianship of National Monuments 

The Minister may acquire national monuments by agreement or by compulsory 
order. The state or local authority may assume guardianship of any national 
monument (other than dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other than 
dwellings) may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian of that 
monument if the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or 
guardianship of the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent 
of the Minister. 

Register of Historic Monuments 

Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to establish and maintain a 
Register of Historic Monuments. Historic monuments and archaeological areas 
present on the register are afforded statutory protection under the 1987 Act. Any 
interference with sites recorded on the register is illegal without the permission of 
the Minister. Two months’ notice in writing is required prior to any work being 
undertaken on or in the vicinity of a registered monument. The register also 
includes sites under Preservation Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders. All 
registered monuments are included in the Record of Monuments and Places. 
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Preservation Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders 

Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation 
Orders under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the 
site illegal. Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. 
These perform the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of 
six months, after which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be 
undertaken on or in the vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written 
consent, and at the discretion, of the Minister. 

Record of Monuments and Places 

Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht 
and the Islands (now the Minister for the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht) to establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where the 
Minister believes that such monuments exist. The record comprises a list of 
monuments and relevant places and a map/s showing each monument and relevant 
place in respect of each county in the state. All sites recorded on the Record of 
Monuments and Places receive statutory protection under the National 
Monuments Act 1994. All recorded monuments on the proposed development site 
are represented on the accompanying maps. 

Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or occupier (other 
than the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a monument or 
place included in the Record, or any other person, proposes to carry out, or to 
cause or permit the carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such a monument 
or place, he or she shall give notice in writing to the Minister of Arts, Heritage, 
Gaeltacht and the Islands to carry out work and shall not, except in case of urgent 
necessity and with the consent of the Minister, commence the work until two 
months after giving of notice’. 

Under the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes 
or in any way interferes with a recorded site is liable to a fine not exceeding 
€3,000 or imprisonment for up to 6 months. On summary conviction and on 
conviction of indictment, a fine not exceeding €10,000 or imprisonment for up to 
5 years is the penalty. In addition, they are liable for costs for the repair of the 
damage caused. 

In addition to this, under the European Communities (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are 
required for various classes and sizes of development project to assess the impact 
the proposed development will have on the existing environment, which includes 
the cultural, archaeological and built heritage resources. These document’s 
recommendations are typically incorporated into the conditions under which the 
proposed development must proceed, and thus offer an additional layer of 
protection for monuments which have not been listed on the RMP.  

The Planning and Development Act 2000 

Under planning legislation, each local authority is obliged to draw up a 
Development Plan setting out their aims and policies with regard to the growth of 
the area over a five-year period.  
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They cover a range of issues including archaeology and built heritage, setting out 
their policies and objectives with regard to the protection and enhancement of 
both. These policies can vary from county to county. The Planning and 
Development Act 2000 recognises that proper planning and sustainable 
development includes the protection of the archaeological heritage. Conditions 
relating to archaeology may be attached to individual planning permissions. 

Galway City Council Development Plan, 2017-2023 

It is a policy of the plan to: 

Policy 8.5 Archaeology 

• Protect the archaeological heritage of the city. 

• Ensure that proposed development within the designated city centre Zone of 
Archaeological Potential is not detrimental to the character of an 
archaeological site or its setting. 

• Have regard to the archaeological recommendations of the Department of 
Arts, Heritage, Rural, Regional and Gaeltacht Affairs on any planning 
applications. 

• Endorse the sustainable use of archaeological heritage as an educational and 
cultural resource and promote public awareness of the archaeological heritage 
of the city. 

• Require the surveying, recording or excavation of archaeological heritage 
during the development process where appropriate. 

• Seek the preservation in-situ or, at a minimum, preservation by record of 
archaeological sites/monuments included in the Record of Monuments and 
Places. 

• Ensure that any development proposal with potential to impact on 
archaeological heritage includes an archaeological assessment. This includes 
within terrestrial, riverine, inter-tidal and sub-tidal environments. 

• Promote the protection of the varied industrial heritage of the city and 
encourage greater appreciation and public awareness of this heritage. 
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Appendix 15.2 SMR/RMP Sites Within the Study Area 
AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

AH1 GA094-
100 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529809, 
725280 
(centre) 

Historic Town 
of Galway 

0m On E bank of the River 
Corrib at its outflow into 
Galway Bay. Its foundation 
dates from the 1230s when 
Richard de Burgh erected a 
castle on the site of the 
O'Flaherty stronghold of 
Bun Gaillimhe (Lynn 1986, 
101). The construction of its 
defences dates from the 
1270s and it was confirmed 
as a royal borough in 1396. 
The walled town covered an 
area of circa 60 hectares but 
an extra mural suburb also 
existed at the Claddagh, on 
W bank of the river (see 
GA094-091002-). Three 
friaries (GA094-091----, 
GA094-099003-, GA094-
102----), a hospital, a 
(nunnery and an infirmary 
(GA094-105----, GA094-
106----, GA094-113----) also 
stood outside the walls. The 
visible remains comprise 

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

substantial portions of the 
town walls, the collegiate 
church of St Nicholas, and 
the remains of circa 20 late 
medieval houses (Higgins 
1984-6). In the 17th century 
a series of artillery 
fortifications (GA094-032---
-, GA094-057----, GA082-
083----, GA094-099002-, 
GA094-112----, GA094-
022----) were erected around 
the town. (Killanin and 
Duignan 1967, 284-8; 
Hardiman 1820; Casey 
1988b) 
The above description is 
derived from the published 
'Archaeological Inventory of 
County Galway Vol. I - 
West Galway'. Compiled by 
Paul Gosling (Dublin: 
Stationery Office, 1993). 

AH2 GA094-
103 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529479, 
725480 

Prison 0m Description not yet uploaded 
to archaeology.ie 

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH3 GA094-
139 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529484, 
725490 

Stone 
sculpture 
(inside 
Cathedral) 

24m W  In the chapel of St Nicholas 
in the Cathedral of Our Lady 
Assumed into Heaven and St 
Nicholas. The reredos above 

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

the altar consists of four 
limestone panels arranged so 
as to represent the 
coronation of Our Lady by 
the Holy Trinity. Three of 
these date to the mid-
seventeenth century (God 
the Father, God the Son, 
Blessed Virgin) and the 
fourth (Holy Ghost) is a 
modern carving. The older 
panels came from the Pro-
Cathedral in Middle Street 
where they had been 
transferred from St Nicholas' 
church some time in the 
early 19th century. Richard 
Pococke, who visited 
Galway in 1752, records 
these as follows: ‘In the 
vestry on three large stones 
are cut as big as human life, 
Our Saviour, the Virgin 
Mary to the right, and to the 
right of that God the Father 
and over his head the Dove, 
they were dug up 
somewhere about the 
church’ (Pococke 1752, 
105). Originally, they 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

probably were intended to 
form part of an altar or 
tomb-surround that was 
never completed. The panel 
depicting God the Father 
formerly contained to the 
right of the figure the 
unfinished carvings of a 
dove and an angel with a 
censor. These were removed 
when the panels were re-
erected in this chapel. 

AH4 GA094-
100033 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529468, 
725308 

Causeway 34m SW File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH5 GA094-
103001 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529522, 
725410 

Mill - 
unclassified 

7m W File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH6 GA094-
100056 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529599, 
725380  

Weir - 
regulating 

50m SE File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH7 GA094-
102002 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529663, 
725498 

Graveyard  12m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102008 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529659, 
725506 

Tomb – 
unclassified 

c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102009 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529659, 
725507 

Memorial 
stone 

c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102010 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529659, 
725507 

Tomb – 
unclassified 

c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

GA094-
102011 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529658, 
725506 

Tomb – 
unclassified 

c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102012 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529659, 
725506 

Tomb – 
unclassified 

c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102013 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529659, 
725506 

Tomb – 
unclassified 

c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102014 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529659, 
725506 

Tomb – 
unclassified 

c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102015 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529658, 
725504 

Graveslab c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102016 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529655, 
725503 

Graveslab c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102017 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529658, 
725506 

Graveslab c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102018 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529656, 
725506 

Graveslab c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102019 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529656, 
725506 

Tomb – 
unclassified 

c. 25m E File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH8  GA094-
102001 

 Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529695, 
725512 

 Church  14m W File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH9 GA094-
102004 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529688, 
725486 

Wall 
monument 

32m W File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102005 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529688, 
725486 

Wall 
monument 

32m W File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

GA094-
102006 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529688, 
725486 

Inscribed slab 32m W File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

GA094-
102007 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529688, 
725486 

Wall 
monument 

32m W File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH10 GA094-
100047 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529692, 
725428 

Water mill - 
unclassified 

44m W File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH11 GA094-
102 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529665, 
725549 

Religious 
house - 
Franciscan 
friars 

0m 
On the now-reclaimed St 
Stephen's Island on E side of 
the River Corrib just outside 
N gate of Galway town 
(GA094-100----). This 
Franciscan friary, founded 
by Wm. de Burgo in 1296, 
stood to N of the present 
Franciscan church in Francis 
St. The scale and layout of 
buildings is unclear but 
representations appear on a 
number of 16-17th-C maps. 
In 1657 'all the 
buildings...demolished' 
except the church which was 
reused as a court house. 
Reoccupied and repaired in 
1689 and 1723-4, and 
completely rebuilt in 1781. 
Amongst its possessions was 
a watermill (GA094-

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

102003-). (Hardiman 1820, 
264-73; Jennings 1947; 
Gwynn and Hadcock 1970, 
250-1). 
The above description is 
derived from the published 
'Archaeological Inventory of 
County Galway Vol. I - 
West Galway'. Compiled by 
Paul Gosling (Dublin: 
Stationery Office, 1993). 

AH12 GA094-
100034 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529720, 
725390 

 Bridge 42m SW File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH13 GA094-
100001 

Yes 
(Nat. 
Mon.) 

Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529832, 
725410 
and 
529917, 
725397 

Galway Town 
Defences 

0m  See AH1 www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH14 GA094-
100035 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529789, 
725449 

 Bridge 0m File unavailable www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH15 
 GA094-
119 
 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529759, 
725530 

 Structure 26m E A curve in the wall at the 
junction of Court Lane and 
St Anthony's Place was 
identified as the remains of a 
possible dovecote. There is 
no dovecote shown in this 
location on the mid-17th 
century Pictorial Map of 

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

Galway (TCD MS 1209.73) 
and the evidence is not 
sufficient to warrant 
accepting it as the remains 
of such. The construction of 
the curve at this corner 
appears to continue in a 
straight line along Court 
Lane rather than, as one 
would expect if it were a 
dovecote, to continue the 
line of the arc of such a 
structure. It is possible that 
the stonework might indicate 
the remnants of a building or 
structure of some antiquity 
but this cannot be certain: it 
is clearly earlier than the 
remainder of the wall above. 
On the W face of the corner 
stone, immediately above 
the curve, the faint carving 
of a cross is visible, which is 
reminiscent of those 
enigmatic early-19th century 
carvings associated with J. 
or I. Healy found at various 
locations in the city. A 
fragment from a 15th-17th 
century window (GA094-
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

120----) has been 
incorporated in the wall to 
the N. 

GA094-
120 

Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529757, 
725532 

Architectural 
fragment 

26m E Incorporated in a wall on the 
east side of Court Lane near 
the junction with St 
Anthony's Place is a 
fragment of a probable 
window sill (H 0.14m; W 
0.10m). The stone bears 
some punch dressing typical 
of 16th/17th century date 
and the residual base 
projection for a mullion. 

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH16 GA094-
138 

 Yes Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529988, 
725449 

Architectural 
fragment 
(Browne 
Doorway) 

7m SE  This well-known landmark, 
known as the ‘Browne 
Doorway’, originally served 
as the elaborate entrance to a 
house on the west side of 
Abbeygate Street Lower at 
the junction with St. 
Augustine Street. It was 
removed from its original 
site in 1878 and re-erected 
as an entrance to the Eyre 
Square park in 1905 (see 
Trench 1905–6). In form it is 
a fine example of how the 
Classical style of 

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

architecture found 
expression in the Jacobean 
world of early 17th-century 
Galway. It consists of a 
more-or-less elaborate 
entrance porch which is 
defined by Tuscan columns 
topped with Ionic capitals on 
tall pedestals. 

AH17 GA094-
090 

 No Townparks  St. 
Nicholas 

529084, 
725726 

Redundant 
record 

0m This record was formerly 
classed as 'Earthwork 
possible' based on the 
interpretation of a feature 
represented on Sheet 10 of 
the OS 1:500 town plan of 
Galway (surveyed 1872). 
This feature, more likely a 
pond, formed part of the 
gardens attached to the then 
Queens College of Galway, 
now NUI Galway. It is no 
longer visible having been 
removed/filled in when this 
corner was redeveloped as 
part of a road realignment. It 
is not an archaeological 
monument. 

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 

AH18 GA094-
030001 

 Yes  Milestone  St. 
Nicholas 

531429, 
726055 

Boundary 
stone 

38m E This is the large erratic 
incorporated in a boundary 

www.archaeolo
gy.ie/ SMR file 
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AH 
No. 

SMR 
No. 

RMP 
Status 

Townland Parish ITM Classification Dist. 
from 
scheme 

Description Reference 

wall. The stone measures c. 
2m by 1.20m and rises about 
0.60m above the wall. Fr. 
McErlean (1905-6, 149-50) 
noted that nearly all Irish 
speakers then knew it under 
the name of Cloch an Linsig, 
though it was better known 
by all, even English 
speakers, as Cloch an mhíle 
or the mile-stone, from its 
being situated at the distance 
of an Irish mile from 
Galway. 
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Appendix 15.3 Legislation Protecting the 
Architectural Resource 

The main laws protecting the built heritage are the Architectural Heritage 
(National Inventory) and National Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1999 and the Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts 1963–1999, 
which has now been superseded by the Planning and Development Act, 2000. The 
Architectural Heritage Act requires the Minister to establish a survey to identify, 
record and assess the architectural heritage of the country. The background to this 
legislation derives from Article 2 of the 1985 Convention for the Protection of 
Architectural Heritage (Granada Convention). This states that: 

For the purpose of precise identification of the monuments, groups of structures 
and sites to be protected, each member state will undertake to maintain 
inventories of that architectural heritage. 

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established in 1990 
to fulfil Ireland’s obligation under the Granada Convention, through the 
establishment and maintenance of a central record, documenting and evaluating 
the architecture of Ireland (NIAH Handbook 2005:2). As inclusion in the 
inventory does not provide statutory protection, the survey information is used in 
conjunction with the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities to advise local authorities on compilation of a Record of Protected 
Structures as required by the Planning and Development Act, 2000. 

Protection Under the Record of Protected Structures and 
County Development Plan 

Structures of architectural, cultural, social, scientific, historical, technical or 
archaeological interest can be protected under the Planning and Development Act, 
2000, where the conditions relating to the protection of the architectural heritage 
are set out in Part IV of the act. This act superseded the Local Government 
(Planning and Development) Act, 1999, and came into force on 1st January 2000. 

The act provides for the inclusion of Protected Structures into the planning 
authorities’ development plans and sets out statutory regulations regarding works 
affecting such structures. Under new legislation, no distinction is made between 
buildings formerly classified under development plans as List 1 and List 2. Such 
buildings are now all regarded as ‘Protected Structures’ and enjoy equal statutory 
protection. Under the act the entire structure is protected, including a structure’s 
interior, exterior, attendant grounds and also any structures within the attendant 
grounds. 

The act defines a Protected Structure as (a) a structure, or (b) a specified part of a 
structure which is included in a Record of Protected Structures (RPS), and, where 
that record so indicates, includes any specified feature which is in the attendant 
grounds of the structure and which would not otherwise be included in this 
definition. Protection of the structure, or part thereof, includes conservation, 
preservation, and improvement compatible with maintaining its character and 
interest.  
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Part IV of the act deals with architectural heritage, and Section 57 deals 
specifically with works affecting the character of Protected Structures or proposed 
Protected Structures and states that no works should materially affect the character 
of the structure or any element of the structure that contributes to its special 
architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or 
technical interest. The act does not provide specific criteria for assigning a special 
interest to a structure. However, the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 
(NIAH) offers guidelines to its field workers as to how to designate a building 
with a special interest, which are not mutually exclusive. This offers guidance by 
example rather than by definition: 

Archaeological  

It is to be noted that the NIAH is biased towards post-1700 structures. Structures 
that have archaeological features may be recorded, providing the archaeological 
features are incorporated within post-1700 elements. Industrial fabric is 
considered to have technical significance and should only be attributed 
archaeological significance if the structure has pre-1700 features.  

Architectural 

A structure may be considered of special architectural interest under the following 
criteria: 

• Good quality or well executed architectural design; 

• The work of a known and distinguished architect, engineer, designer, 
craftsman; 

• A structure that makes a positive contribution to a setting, such as a 
streetscape or rural setting; 

• Modest or vernacular structures may be considered to be of architectural 
interest, as they are part of the history of the built heritage of Ireland; 

• Well-designed decorative features, externally and/or internally. 

Historical 

A structure may be considered of special historical interest under the following 
criteria: 

• A significant historical event associated with the structure; 

• An association with a significant historical figure; 

• Has a known interesting and/or unusual change of use, e.g. a former 
workhouse now in use as a hotel; 

• A memorial to a historical event.  

Technical 

A structure may be considered of special technical interest under the following 
criteria: 
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• Incorporates building materials of particular interest, i.e. the materials or the 
technology used for construction. 

• It is the work of a known or distinguished engineer. 

• Incorporates innovative engineering design, e.g. bridges, canals or mill weirs. 

• A structure which has an architectural interest may also merit a technical 
interest due to the structural techniques used in its construction, e.g. a 
curvilinear glasshouse, early use of concrete, cast-iron prefabrication.  

• Mechanical fixtures relating to a structure may be considered of technical 
significance. 

Cultural 

A structure may be considered of special cultural interest under the following 
criteria: 

• An association with a known fictitious character or event, e.g. Sandycove 
Martello Tower, which featured in Ulysses; 

• Other structure that illustrates the development of society, such as early 
schoolhouses, swimming baths or printworks.  

Scientific 

A structure may be considered of special scientific interest under the following 
criteria: 

• A structure or place which is considered to be an extraordinary or pioneering 
scientific or technical achievement in the Irish context, e.g. Mizen Head 
Bridge, Birr Telescope.  

Social  

A structure may be considered of special social interest under the following 
criteria: 

• A focal point of spiritual, political, national or other cultural sentiment to a 
group of people, e.g. a place of worship, a meeting point, assembly rooms;  

• Developed or constructed by a community or organisation, e.g. the 
construction of the railways or the building of a church through the patronage 
of the local community. 

• Illustrates a particular lifestyle, philosophy, or social condition of the past, e.g. 
the hierarchical accommodation in a country house, philanthropic housing, 
vernacular structures.  

Artistic  

A structure may be considered of special artistic interest under the following 
criteria: 

• Work of a skilled craftsman or artist, e.g. plasterwork, wrought-iron work, 
carved elements or details, stained glass, stations of the cross. 
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• Well-designed mass-produced structures or elements may also be considered 
of artistic interest. 

(From the NIAH Handbook 2003 & 2005 pages 15–20) 

The Local Authority has the power to order conservation and restoration works to 
be undertaken by the owner of the protected structure if it considers the building 
to need repair. Similarly, an owner or developer must make a written request to 
the Local Authority to carry out any works on a protected structure and its 
environs, which will be reviewed within three months of application. Failure to do 
so may result in prosecution. 

Galway City Council Development Plan, 2017-2023 

It is a policy of the plan to: 

Policy 8.2 Built Heritage – Record of Protected Structures 

• Encourage the protection and enhancement of structures listed in the Record 
of Protected Structures. 

• Ensure new development enhances the character or setting of a protected 
structure. 

• Avoid protected structures becoming endangered by neglect or otherwise by 
taking appropriate action in good time. 

• Consider the inclusion in the Record of Protected Structure of buildings and 
structures of special interest. 

• Consult with the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs regarding any planning applications relating to protected structures and 
national monuments. 

• Implement proactive measures to encourage the conservation of protected 
structures. 

Policy 8.3 Built Heritage – Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) 

• Encourage the protection and enhancement of the character and special 
interest of designated Architectural Conservation Areas. 

• Prepare and implement management plans for the conservation and 
enhancement of designated Architectural Conservation Areas. 

• Complete the Eyre Square Architectural Conservation Area Management Plan. 

• Ensure that developments within Architectural Conservation Areas enhance 
the character and special interest of the Architectural Conservation Areas. 

Policy 8.4 Vernacular Heritage 

• Encourage the rehabilitation, renovation and re-use of existing structures that 
contribute to the character of the city. 

• Increase public awareness of the vernacular heritage of the city through 
publication of the Survey and Inventory of Galway City’s Thatched Buildings. 
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Appendix 15.4 RPS and NIAH Structures within the Study Area 

 

BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

BH1.1  -  8501  Townparks  Rahoon Rivers and 

Waterways 

 0m Bridge over Eglington 

Canal 

 www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH1.2  -  8501  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Rivers and 

Waterways 

 0m Beggards Bridge features 

extensions to increase the 

width of the bridge. It 

appears that original bridge 

survives underneath. 

Elevations of bridge 

feature a pecked 

appearance to mimic that 

of tooled stone 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH1.3  -  8501  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Rivers and 

Waterways 

 0m Distillery River. Mill race 

running along eastern side 

of Earls Island, feeding 

into River Corrib at 

southern end of the island, 

close to former Pearse 

Distillery. Sides of mill 

race are overgrown but 

mix of assumed bedrock, 

stone block walls and 

modern concrete and 

rendering. 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

BH1.4 30319001/ 

30314076 

 8501

/8601 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Rivers and 

Waterways 

(River Corrib) 

 0m BH1 is the collective 

designation for 

river/waterway 

infrastructure falling under 

RPS 8501 and 8601, the 

latter being the River 

Corrib and its stone pillars 

and embankments 

specifically. BH1.4 refers 

to the mainstream of the 

River Corrib, the Friars 

River mill race and their 

infrastructure. (See also 

BH8/9) 

 www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH1.5  -  8501  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Rivers and 

Waterways  

  Commercial Dock   www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

BH2  30313012  -  Townparks  Rahoon  11 University 

Road 

 Adjacent End of terrace three-bay 

two-storey house, built 

c.1840, having two-storey 

return to rear with lean-to 

slate roof. Pitched slate 

roof with rendered 

chimneystacks and 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

 30313011  -  Townparks  Rahoon 12 University 

Road 

Adjacent Terraced three-bay two-

storey house, built c.1840. 

Pitched artificial slate roof 

with rendered 

chimneystacks and 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

 30313010  -  Townparks  Rahoon 13 University 

Road 

Adjacent Terraced three-bay two-

storey house, built c.1840, 

having two-storey return 

with lean-to roof to rear 

elevation. Pitched artificial 

slate roof with rendered 

chimneystacks and 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

 30313009  -  Townparks  Rahoon 14 University 

Road 

Adjacent Terraced three-bay two-

storey house built c.1840. 

Pitched slate roof with 

rendered chimneystacks 

and cast-iron rainwater 

goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

 30313008  -  Townparks  Rahoon 15 University 

Road 

Adjacent  Terraced three-bay two-

storey house, built c.1840, 

having two-storey return to 

rear. Pitched slate roof 

with rendered 

chimneystacks and 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

 30313007  -  Townparks  Rahoon 16 University 

Road 

Adjacent  Terraced three-bay two-

storey house, built c.1840, 

having two-storey return to 

rear elevation.  

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

Pitched slate roof with 

rendered chimneystacks 

and replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

 30313006  -  Townparks  Rahoon 17 University 

Road 

Adjacent  Terraced two-bay two-

storey house, built c.1840, 

having two-storey with 

attic return and recent 

single-storey addition to 

rear. Pitched slate roof 

with red-brick 

chimneystacks and 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

 30313005  -  Townparks  Rahoon 18 University 

Road 

Adjacent  End of terrace two-bay 

two-storey house, built 

c.1840, having two-storey 

with attic return and recent 

single-storey addition to 

rear elevation. Pitched 

slate roof, rendered and 

brick chimneystacks and 

eaves course and 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH3  30313002  1030

4 

 Townparks  Rahoon  Gate lodge Adjacent  Detached three-bay single-

storey gate lodge, built 

c.1845, having projecting 

gable-fronted porch to 

front elevation, additions 

 www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

to rear elevation including 

recent hipped slate roof 

extension. 

BH4   30313014  3601  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 House 

(Galway 

University 

Irish Centre 

for Human 

Rights) 

 18m N Three-bay two storey L-

plan faculty building, built 

c.1880, having canted front 

elevation, and varied rear 

elevation with lean-to 

additions and some recent 

flat-roofed additions. 

Hipped and pitched slate 

roofs having rendered 

chimneystacks, cast-iron 

and replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

 www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH5  30313016  3602  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Galway 

Cathedral 

 5m E  Free-standing gable-

fronted cruciform-plan 

Roman Catholic Cathedral, 

built 1965, facing north, 

comprising six-bay 

double-height nave with 

pair of three-stage bell 

towers recessed from 

façade corners, and with 

three-bay recessed 

entrance, five-bay side 

aisles, two-bay double-

height transepts and 

chancel. Copper-roofed 

dome to crossing on 

 www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

octagonal limestone drum 

and corbelled pendentive 

with limestone spired 

turrets to corners with 

cross finials. 

BH6  30313018  3605  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Store/warehou

se 

Adjacent Detached former mill, built 

c.1840, now in use as 

office building. Comprises 

five-bay three-storey 

middle block with dormer 

floor, flanked by three-bay 

two-storey wings with 

single-bay three-storey 

projections to north and 

south elevations. Hipped 

and half-hipped slate roofs 

having pitched slate roofs 

to dormer-level loading 

doors to front and rear 

elevations of middle block, 

and cast-iron 

(replacement) rainwater 

goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH7  30313027 7409  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Water mill 14m S  Semi-detached seven-bay 

six-storey former flour 

mill, built c.1810, now in 

use as an educational 

laboratory by NUI 

Galway. Flat roof with 

recent corrugated-iron 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

monitor and replacement 

uPVC rainwater goods. 

Rubble limestone walls 

built to courses with 

roughcast render to top 

storey above render string 

course. 

BH8  30319001 3608/

8501 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Harbour/dock

/port 

27m E  Banks of Lower Corrib 

River, canalised c.1750, 

following relatively 

straight course from 

Salmon Weir, southwards 

into Galway Bay. Three 

bridges cross this section 

of river, Salmon Weir 

Bridge, William O'Brien 

Bridge and Wolfe Tone 

Bridge. Banks consist of 

mixture of stone rubble 

and limestone blockwork 

lining with several 

tributaries to western bank 

from mill races and 

Eglinton Canal at southern 

end of river. Also mill 

races to eastern bank north 

of William O’Brien 

Bridge. Mill races feeding 

into river enter it either via 

stone block construction 

weirs with remains of cast-

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

iron fixings from now 

absent sluice mechanisms 

or through stone-lined 

channels (see also BH1) 

BH9  30313038 8501  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Mill Race Adjacent  Distillery River. 

Limestone and rubble 

stone-lined mill race 

cutting, built c.1870, 

associated with now 

demolished marble works 

and lime kiln. Water 

source supplied from north 

by Eglinton Canal. Mill 

race follows curving path 

southwards before flowing 

into Corrib River. Race 

passes under four small 

pedestrian bridges and 

single-span section of 

Salmon Weir road bridge. 

Rusticated limestone to 

three of original bridges 

and Salmon Weir Bridge 

with rusticated voussoirs, 

soffit, parapets and coping 

stones. Concrete 

construction to recent 

additional bridge. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH10  30313015 3603/

8501 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Bridge 0m Seven-span limestone 

block road bridge, built 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

1818, comprising seven 

segmental arches having 

tooled limestone voussoirs, 

rendered soffits, springing 

from limestone block and 

rubble piers with bow-

ended cutwaters, base of 

piers now encased in 

concrete. Moulded tooled 

limestone string course 

below parapet, latter of 

tooled limestone block 

construction with painted 

cast-iron balustrade with 

limestone coping over. 

Cast-iron lamp standards 

to parapet. 

BH11  30314048 3604/

8501 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

County Club 

House 

Adjacent  Detached irregular-plan 

house, built c.1880, 

comprising L-plan six-bay 

two-storey block with 

canted bays to north-east, 

river elevation, presenting 

three-storey elevation to 

river and two-storey 

elevation to south-west, 

road, elevation, and having 

two-bay return to south-

west with gables to each 

bay. Recent two-storey 

block to north-west with 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

half-hexagonal plan north-

west end. 

BH12  30314014  7201  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Church/chape

l 

 Adjacent  Attached Roman Catholic 

church, built c.1840, 

comprising surviving 

triple-gabled west 

elevation of nave and side 

aisles, with three-stage 

crenellated bell tower to 

north end. Original 

structure behind façade 

replaced by newer 

construction. Pitched slate 

roofs having cast-iron 

rainwater goods 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH13  30314005  1050

4 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Corrib House 

Tearoom 

42m NE  Detached three-bay two-

storey house, built c.1810, 

having two windows to 

first floor, lower three-bay 

two-storey return to rear 

and two-storey lean-to to 

south elevation. Hipped 

artificial slate roofs having 

rendered chimneystacks, 

cast-iron and replacement 

uPVC rainwater goods and 

rendered eaves course. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH14  30314006  1050

5 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 4 Waterside 35m NNW  Detached two-bay three-

storey house, built c.1910, 

having flat-roofed full-

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

height canted bays to front 

elevation, and lower two-

bay three-storey addition 

and recent conservatory to 

rear. Hipped artificial slate 

roof with rendered 

chimneystacks and cast-

iron rainwater goods. 

BH15  30314007  2605  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

3 Courthouse 

Sq 

16m NW Terraced two-bay four-

storey house, built c.1800, 

east bay shared with 

neighbouring house to 

east. Pitched slate roof 

having rendered 

chimneystack and cast-iron 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

 30314008  2604  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

2 Courthouse 

Sq 

16m NW  Terraced two-bay four-

storey house, built, c.1800, 

having recent gabled 

extension to rear. Pitched 

slate roofs having rendered 

chimneystack and cast-iron 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

 30314010  1050

6 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Lough Corrib 

House, 5 

Waterside 

16m NW  Attached corner-sited 

four-bay three-storey over 

basement double-pile 

house, built c.1810. M-

profile hipped slate roof 

having rendered 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

chimneystacks and cast-

iron rainwater goods. 

BH16  30314011  2601  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Galway 

Courthouse 

Adjacent  Freestanding courthouse, 

built 1815, having five-bay 

single-storey front façade 

with slightly advanced end 

bays, and projecting Doric-

style portico, with five-bay 

two-storey over half-

basement side elevations, 

and slightly recessed lower 

three-bay two-storey over 

half-basement returns 

forming two-storey 

advanced pedimented end-

bays of rear, flanking four-

bay two-storey over 

basement pedimented 

recessed section. Main rear 

pediment has clock to 

tympanum with moulded 

render surround. Hipped 

slate roof with central 

roof-light, carved 

limestone parapet, 

rendered chimneystacks, 

cast-iron rainwater goods, 

and with moulded 

limestone cornice to front 

and side elevations of main 

block. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

BH17  30314002  2606  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Post box  6m W Freestanding cast-iron 

pillar post box, erected 

c.1915, on cylindrical 

base, with raised 'GR' 

royal cipher, having 

moulded neck and plinth 

with dentillation to 

shallow domed cap. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH18  30314012  2602  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Town Hall 

Theatre 

 Adjacent Freestanding former 

courthouse, built 1825, 

formerly used as town hall, 

now in use as theatre. 

Single-storey entrance 

block with slightly 

advanced end bays and 

ashlar limestone facade 

with slightly projecting 

Doric portico to recessed 

three-bay middle unit. 

Five-bay three-storey rear 

block slightly recessed 

from side elevations of 

front block and having 

four-bay side and five-bay 

rear elevations, latter with 

projecting porticoed 

entrance. Hipped slate roof 

to rear block behind tooled 

limestone parapet 

concealing rainwater 

goods. Flat roof to front 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 
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NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

block with tooled 

limestone parapet wall 

concealing rainwater 

goods and having 

rectangular panels to 

parapet of end bays and 

portico. 

BH19 30314015  9601  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Church/chapel 

(St Francis)  

 0m Attached pedimented 

gable-fronted Franciscan 

church, dated 1849, having 

three-bay two-storey 

limestone front with ashlar 

tetrastyle Doric 

pedimented portico, four-

bay nave with clerestory, 

having coffered dome to 

west and bell tower to 

south-west. Pitched slate 

roofs to nave and portico, 

with tooled limestone 

copings to gables, tooled 

limestone cross finials to 

pediment and bell tower, 

with copper ventilation 

ducts to ridge of nave. 

Snecked rusticated 

limestone walls to front 

elevation, with tooled 

limestone plinth and first-

floor sill course, quoins 

and carved piscinae with 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

angel masks above, and 

ashlar parapet to front 

elevation. Rubble 

limestone to bell tower 

with quoin stones. Portico 

has tooled modillion 

motifs to frieze and 

moulded cornice with 

ornate underside. 

BH20  30314016  9606  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 10 St. Francis 

Street 

 Adjacent   Terraced three-bay two-

storey house, built c.1890, 

now in use as office. 

Pitched slate roof with 

bow-tell ridge tiles, 

rendered chimneystacks, 

and replacement metal and 

uPVC rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH21  30314017  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 1 Eyre Street  Adjacent   Attached three-bay three-

storey house and shop, 

built c.1860. Flat roofed 

having rendered 

chimneystack and 

rainwater goods concealed 

behind rendered parapet 

with moulded cornice and 

pediment with moulded 

copings and keystone. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH22  -  228  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

52 Abbeygate 

Street Upper  

 33m S  House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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Description Reference 

 -  227  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

50 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 33m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  226  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

48 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 40m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  225  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

46 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 45m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  224  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

42 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 52m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  223  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

40 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 61m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  222  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

38 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 65m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  221  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

36 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 68m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  218  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

29 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 72m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  216  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

25 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 70m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  215  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

23 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 65m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  213  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

21 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 60m S House www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH23  30314030  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Eglinton 

Street post 

office 

 Adjacent Corner-sited attached five-

bay three-storey post 

office, built c.1860, having 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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scheme 

Description Reference 

arcaded ground floor to 

front, four-bay side 

elevation and multiple 

recent additions to rear. 

Flat roof with concealed 

rainwater goods and 

having oversailing eaves 

with render brackets. Front 

elevation has painted tiled 

walls to upper floors, and 

chamfered limestone 

plinth. 

BH24  30314031  3701  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 1 Eglinton 

Street 

Adjacent Corner-sited attached 

three-storey department 

store, built c.1870, curving 

around junction of two 

streets, having five bays to 

south-east, William Street, 

elevation, single-bay to 

corner, and nine bays to 

north-east, Eglinton Street, 

elevation. Flat roof with 

oversailing rendered 

parapet having moulded 

cornice with rendered 

brackets to frieze and with 

moulded string course 

below, and concealed 

rainwater goods. Painted 

lined-and-ruled rendered 

walls having render 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

moulded sill course to top 

storey, channelled render 

quoin bands to ends of 

elevation and dividing 

Eglinton Street elevation 

into four- and five-bay 

sections. 

BH25  30314035  1080

9 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 23, 25 

William Street 

 Adjacent Attached nine-bay three-

storey limestone-fronted 

building with attic, built 

c.1750, now divided and 

refurbished in 2000. 

Pitched slate roof, with 

roof-lights to west-most 

two bays, coursed tooled 

stone chimneystacks, 

render copings to gables, 

carved cornice, and 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH26 Void Void Void Void Void Void Void Void 

BH27  30314034  1100

2 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 5, 7 

Williamsgate 

Street 

 Adjacent Attached seven-bay two-

storey commercial 

premises, built c.1820. 

Pitched slate roof having 

rendered chimneystacks 

and cast-iron rainwater 

goods. Roughly coursed 

squared limestone walls 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

having moulded rendered 

eaves course. 

BH28  30314033  1100

3 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 8 

Williamsgate 

Street 

 Adjacent Terraced three-storey shop, 

built c.1820, having canted 

oriel window through 

upper storeys. Flat roof 

having concealed 

rainwater goods behind 

painted render parapet with 

moulded cornice, frieze, 

moulded string course, and 

having decorative cast-iron 

railing to parapet at front. 

Painted lined-and-ruled 

rendered walls to upper 

floors having channelled 

quoin bands. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH29  30314074 5801  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 5 Merchants 

Road 

 Adjacent Attached three-bay two-

storey Art Deco office 

building, built 1942, 

having central breakfront 

to front elevation, with 

later addition and recent 

extensions and car park to 

basement level of rear. 

Pitched roof concealed 

behind parapet walls to 

front and rear elevations, 

rendered chimneystack to 

south-west gable and large 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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battered red-brick 

chimneystack to rear 

addition with projecting 

concrete string-course and 

coping. 

 30314075 5801  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 3 Merchants 

Road 

 Adjacent Attached two-storey retail 

outlet, dated 1825, having 

six-bay ground floor and 

multiple-bay first floor, 

elevation somewhat 

reorganised c.1930 and 

three-bay Art Deco façade 

added to north-east end, 

and having recent two-

storey extension to rear. 

Pitched roofs concealed 

behind parapet walls and 

flat roofs to recent 

extensions, having cast-

iron rainwater goods. 

Painted rendered walls 

with roughcast rendered 

walling to rear and to 

extensions, decorative 

render fascia to main 

elevation with recent 

applied lettering. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH30  -  8202  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Cut Stone 

Stores, CIE 

 32m SE Multi Bay 2 Storey 

Building, Cobbled 

Roadway, gateway and 

  www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 
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Land, Queen 

Street 

gatelodge to former 

gasworks 

BH31  30314059  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 1 Merchant's 

Road 

  Terraced two-bay four-

storey former house, built 

c.1810, with recent slightly 

recessed shopfront. 

Formerly in use as 

restaurant, now in use as 

shop. Double-pile pitched 

roof concealed behind 

parapet wall to front 

elevation and having ashlar 

cut-stone chimneystacks 

and cast-iron rainwater 

goods. Broken coursed 

dressed stone walling to 

front elevation, having 

projecting cut-stone coping 

to parapet. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH32  30314060  8201  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Methodist/Pre

sbyterian 

Church, 

Queen Street, 

with burial 

ground to side 

and rear 

 2m SE Corner-sited Methodist 

church and school, built 

c.1835, sharing same 

façade. Two-bay three-

storey school to north-east 

end, having entrance door 

in first floor, and church to 

south-west end having 

three-bay gable-front and 

having projecting gabled 

porch to central bay. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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Description Reference 

Pitched slate and artificial 

slate roofs having cut 

limestone pediments to 

school and church, with 

modillions to sloping sides 

and to base, roof having 

cast-iron and replacement 

uPVC rainwater goods. 

Dressed limestone walling 

to front elevation with 

limestone plinth. Low 

buttresses to corners of 

porch, with ashlar quoins 

and kneelers. Blank raised 

plaques to above end 

windows of church and 

plaque between upper 

floors of school inscribed 

'School House'. 

BH33  30314039  3804  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 19 Eyre 

Square 

 Adjacent Almost freestanding five-

bay three-storey over 

basement bank, built 1863, 

with arcaded round floor. 

Offices to upper floors. 

Limestone front and gable 

walls. Entrances to slightly 

advanced end bays, having 

distyle Tuscan porticos to 

front. Building flanked by 

slightly recessed carriage 

entrances now converted to 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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window and doorway. 

Three-storey addition to 

rear. Tooled parapet with 

tooled coping stones 

concealing pitched roof 

and rainwater goods, and 

having tooled 

chimneystacks to gables. 

BH34  30314041 

  

 3802  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 16 Eyre 

Square 

 Adjacent End of terrace two-bay 

four-storey former house 

with basement, dated 1824, 

now in use as offices. 

Recent steel fire escape to 

rear, and single-storey 

addition to north-east. 

Double-pile pitched slate 

roof with cast-iron 

rainwater goods and 

rendered chimneystack. 

Tooled limestone front 

façade with plinth and 

having limestone plaque 

bearing date and initials. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

30314040  3803  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 17 Eyre 

Square 

 Adjacent Terraced two-bay four-

storey over basement 

former house, built 1824, 

currently in use as office 

and apartment. Recent 

two-storey lean-to 

extensions to rear. Canted 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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timber bay window to 

ground floor with metal-

sheet roof. Double-pile 

pitched artificial slate roof 

with limestone eaves 

course, rendered 

chimneystack, and cast-

iron and replacement 

aluminium and uPVC 

rainwater goods. Coursed 

tooled limestone walls to 

front, and rendered to rear 

and basement. 

BH35  30314038  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Eyre House, 

21 Eyre 

Square 

 Adjacent End of terrace three-bay 

three-storey former house 

over half-basement, built 

c.1810, now in use as 

clinic, and having recent 

three-storey extension to 

rear. Pitched slate roof 

with rendered 

chimneystacks, projecting 

rendered eaves course, and 

cast-iron rainwater goods. 

Lined-and-ruled rendered 

walls with channelled 

render quoin bands. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH36  30314037  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 23 Eyre 

Square 

 Adjacent Terraced three-bay three-

storey over half-basement 

former house, built c.1810, 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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now in use as office. 

Pitched slate roof with 

rendered chimneystacks, 

projecting rendered stone 

eaves course, and cast-iron 

and replacement 

aluminium rainwater 

goods. Lined-and-ruled 

rendered walls. 

BH37  30314042  3801  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 14, 15 Eyre 

Square 

 Adjacent Almost freestanding 

thirteen-bay four-storey 

hotel, built c.1855, having 

basement, five-bay side 

elevations and limestone 

front and side elevations. 

Recently added flat-roof 

attic floor with slate-clad 

sides, five and six-storey 

extensions to rear, and 

recent flat-roof extensions 

to south-east elevation of 

basement. Front façade has 

three-bay entrance 

breakfront and two-bay 

advanced ends. Carved 

cornice with tooled 

supporting brackets, and 

cast-iron and replacement 

uPVC rainwater goods.  

 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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Limestone steps to 

basement entrance having 

replacement timber 

panelled door. Cut 

limestone plinth with 

ornate cast-iron railings to 

basement area, having 

cast-iron piers to corners. 

BH38  30314027  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 The Galway 

Hooker, 

(fountain) 

Eyre Square 

 21m SE Freestanding fountain, 

erected 1984, on a 

diagonal square plan with 

cut-limestone basin. Set in 

square on flagged 

platform, semi-abstract 

representation of the sails 

of a Galway Hooker 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH39  30314026  3807  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Browne 

Doorway, 

Eyre Square 

 7m SE Freestanding former 

entrance bay to Browne 

house of 1627, removed 

from original location in 

1905 to form feature in 

Eyre Square. Structure 

comprises rendered wall 

incorporating limestone 

doorway and oriel 

window. Doorway has 

round-arch door opening in 

slightly recessed square-

headed inset, with 

moulded imposts flanked 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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by engaged Tuscan 

columns with Ionic 

capitals on tall pedestals. 

Canted five-light oriel 

window has chamfered 

mullions and transom, 

apron between window 

and doorway having 

carved coats of arms of 

Martin Browne and Marie 

Lynch. (See also AH16). 

BH40  30314019  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 41 Rosemary 

Avenue 

(Dunnes 

Stores) 

Adjacent  Attached four-bay two-

storey shop, built c.1930, 

also in use as restaurant. 

Oversailing flat concrete 

roof with cast-iron 

downpipes. Rendered wall 

to front with render canopy 

to eaves level. Render plat 

bands to first floor with 

recent lettering below 

eaves. Render shopfront to 

ground floor having 

channelled pilasters to 

supporting piers, tiled 

plinth and render fascia 

with recent lettering and 

shallow render canopy. 

Replacement timber and 

uPVC shopfront to 

restaurant part. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 



Galway City Council BusConnects Galway - Cross City Link 

 
Appendix 15.4 - RPS and NIAH Structures within the Study Area  

 

Chapter 15 Archaeology, Architecture, and Cultural Heritage | Issue | 12 August 2022 | Arup 

 

Appendix 15.4 - Page 28 

 

BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

BH41  30314020    Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 40 Eyre 

Square 

(Golden 

Discs) 

Adjacent Attached three-bay single-

storey shop with attic 

storey, built c.1910, 

formerly in use as filling 

station, with flat-roofed 

addition to rear. Pitched 

slate and bitumen roof 

behind elaborate stepped 

rendered parapet to front, 

concealing gutters, with 

cast-iron and replacement 

uPVC rainwater goods. 

Parapet has pilasters 

flanking the different 

levels, moulded copings, 

moulded panels to lower 

levels, scrolls flanking 

higher level. Painted 

rendered walls, lined-and-

ruled to west side 

elevation. Render 

shopfront comprising 

channelled pilasters with 

architrave and frieze and 

moulded cornice behind 

recent timber fascia board 

having recent lettering. 

Diocletian window 

opening to middle of 

parapet. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH42  30314021 3805  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

43 Eyre 

Square 

Adjacent Attached seven-bay two-

storey bank, built c.1810, 

second and second-last 

bays being recessed 

slightly to give undulating 

appearance to façade. 

Two-storey addition to rear 

with recent three-storey 

extension. Tooled 

limestone parapet to front 

elevation with raised 

central panel having iron 

clock above set into and 

flanked by decorative cast-

iron details, parapet also 

concealing gutters. Pitched 

roof and tooled limestone 

chimneystacks with 

stepped rendered caps, and 

cast-iron rainwater goods 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH43  30314022 3806  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

45 Eyre 

Square 

Adjacent Attached seven-bay two-

storey with attic storey 

former County Club, built 

c.1850, now in use as 

Revenue Commissioners 

office, and bank. Single-

bay elevation to south-

west. Recent five-storey 

addition to rear. Front and 

south-west side elevations 

of ashlar limestone. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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Central entrance bay 

fronted by tetrastyle 

Tuscan portico and flanked 

by end bays grouped 

within square-headed 

recesses, latter flanked by 

plain Giant Order pilasters 

carried through cornice 

where topped by moulded 

caps. Similar detailing to 

south-west elevation. 

Recent mansard slate roof 

with round-headed uPVC 

dormer windows. Cut 

limestone chimneystack. 

Rainwater goods 

concealed behind 

limestone parapets and 

walls. 

BH44  30314023  3808  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Liam 

Mellows 

Statue, Eyre 

Square 

 0m Freestanding limestone 

monument to Liam 

Mellows, erected 1957, 

comprising carved 

limestone statue, on block 

ashlar limestone pedestal 

with engraved text in Irish, 

set at centre of round 

platform with limestone 

steps and with granite 

benches to perimeter. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH45  30314028  3809  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 8 Eyre Square Adjacent  Attached three-bay four-

storey former house, built 

1862, with shopfront to 

ground floor, now in use as 

public house, with recent 

two-storey and single-

storey extensions to rear 

and south-east. Flat roofs 

having projecting rendered 

eaves to main block with 

rendered chimneystack, 

cast-iron gutters and 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. Rendered 

walls with render quoins to 

front elevation and 

roughcast rendered to side 

and rear. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH46  30314043  1000

1 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Ceannt 

Station 

 9m S Attached twenty-two-bay 

single-storey over 

basement railway station, 

built 1851, having ashlar 

limestone walls to front 

and sides. Symmetrical 

front façade comprises 

three-bay deeply recessed 

entrance flanked to each 

side by two-bay advanced 

section, four-bay recessed 

section, two-bay advanced 

section and three-bay 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

recessed section. Lower 

double-height two-bay 

block recessed to east end 

of façade and having 

single-bay single-storey 

lean-to structure recessed 

to latter block. Recent 

double-pile train shed. 

Five-bay single-storey 

former engine shed 

attached to south-west 

elevation with recent 

single-storey extension to 

north-west elevation, now 

in use as bus garage. 

Pitched roof and rainwater 

goods concealed behind 

high parapet to front 

façade of station having 

pilasters with plat band 

and moulded cornice. 

Rendered chimneystack. 

BH47  30314044    Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Ceannt 

Station 

retaining wall 

 0m L-plan retaining wall 

opposite Ceannt Station, 

erected c. 1860, 

comprising coursed 

roughly dressed snecked 

limestone, with rounded 

tooled limestone coping 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 



Galway City Council BusConnects Galway - Cross City Link 

 
Appendix 15.4 - RPS and NIAH Structures within the Study Area  

 

Chapter 15 Archaeology, Architecture, and Cultural Heritage | Issue | 12 August 2022 | Arup 

 

Appendix 15.4 - Page 33 

 

BH 

No. 
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Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

BH48  30314045  1000

2 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Railway and 

Ancillary 

Buildings - 

train shed 

 50m SW Detached single-storey 

railway buildings, built c. 

1860, comprising former 

engine shed to north-east 

half and much-rebuilt part 

to south-west half now 

used as engine shed. 

Lower office attached to 

north-west corner with 

later addition to give L-

plan. Pitched corrugated-

asbestos roofs having 

recent metal-sheet to lower 

L-plan part, and dressed 

limestone copings. Red-

brick and chamfered ashlar 

limestone chimneystack to 

north-west end of north-

east part, with cast-iron 

rainwater goods. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH49  30314046  1000

2 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Railway and 

Ancillary 

Buildings - 

foot bridge 

 38m S Single-span foot bridge 

built c.1860, located over 

now disused Galway-

Clifden railway line. 

Rusticated snecked 

limestone abutments 

having margined string 

course and copings, 

supporting concrete span 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

of c.1970 with galvanised 

steel hand rails. 

BH50  30314047  1000

2 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Railway and 

Ancillary 

Buildings - 

signal box; 

water tower; 

turntable 

 48m S 
Group of three detached 

railway structures, built 

c.1860-1920, sited to 

south-east of Ceannt 

Station; 

Two-storey signal cabin 

with attic, built c.1920, 

having pitched artificial 

slate roof with red-brick 

chimneystack and 

aluminium rainwater 

goods.  

Freestanding single-stage 

water tower to north-west 

of signal cabin, built 

c.1850, having rusticated 

limestone walls with plinth 

and surmounted by iron 

water tank. 

Circular turntable to north-

west of water tower, built 

c.1920, with iron girder 

rotating table with timber 

boarding, iron tracks and 

metal handrails, set into 

circular hollow with 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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dressed limestone coping 

stones to brick retaining 

wall, surrounded by recent 

timber fence 

BH51  30314029    Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 19 Forster 

Street 

(Recently 

demolished) 

  Prior to demolition; 

Attached two-bay three-

storey house, built c.1820. 

Pitched artificial slate roof 

with rendered 

chimneystack, stone eaves 

course and cast-iron 

rainwater goods. Lined-

and-ruled rendered wall to 

front elevation, with 

channeled render quoins, 

and plinth. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH52  30314001 4301  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Water trough, 

Forster Street 

 0m  Freestanding rendered 

former horse trough, 

installed c.1900, now in 

use as flower bed. 

Rendered stone rectangular 

basin chamfered to base of 

long faces, engraved 

lettering to east face, 

supported by two 

rectangular rendered stone 

plinths with moulded 

corners attached to basin 

by wrought-iron riveted 

straps. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH53  30314024 4308  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 St. Patricks 

Hall, Forster 

Street 

Adjacent  Freestanding gable-

fronted former Roman 

Catholic Church, built 

1842, now in use as parish 

hall. Three-bay nave, 

building interior divided 

into two storeys and 

former tall windows of 

side walls partly blocked 

to reflect division. Three-

bay ashlar limestone gable-

front, middle main 

entrance bay of latter being 

slightly advanced and 

doubling as bell tower, and 

having single-bay chancel 

to north-west end having 

single-storey porch and 

sacristy to south-west 

elevation. Replacement flat 

roof to nave and sacristy, 

pitched artificial slate roof 

to chancel having 

limestone copings to 

gables with cross finials. 
Enclosed to south-east 

street side by decorative 

cast and wrought-iron 

double-leaf gates and 

railings, latter atop 

snecked rock-faced 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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Description Reference 

limestone plinth wall with 

chamfered cut-stone 

coping stones. Graveyard 

to front of church having 

carved limestone 

memorials. 

BH54  30314013 7803  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 37 Prospect 

Hill 

Adjacent  Terraced two-bay four-

storey over basement 

house, built c.1810, now in 

use as offices with clinic to 

basement. Rendered 

parapet concealing roof 

and rainwater goods. 

Broached ashlar limestone 

to ground floor of front 

elevation, having lined-

and-ruled render to other 

floors, and roughcast 

render to basement. Tooled 

limestone sill course to 

first floor and recent fascia 

board to ground floor. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH55  30314077  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

County Hall, 

Prospect Hill 

 Adjacent  Snecked squared rubble 

limestone, constructed 

c.1999, incorporating 

features of former three-

bay three-storey with attic 

façade of former infirmary 

building of c.1780 later 

used as Galway County 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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Council headquarters. 

Features window openings 

comprising cut limestone 

coping, square-headed 

window openings with 

recent timber sliding sash 

frames 

BH56  30314025 4306  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Magdalen 

Convent & 

Church, 

Forster Street 

 Adjacent  Attached former chapel of 

Magdalen convent, dated 

1950, now in use as 

archive centre. Comprises 

six-bay nave with bowed 

south gable, shallow porch 

projection to north end, 

shallow transept-like 

projection to east, and 

recent porch addition to 

east side having lean-to 

roof. Pitched slate roof 

with limestone copings to 

gables with cross finials, 

overhanging rendered 

eaves on exposed timber 

rafters to nave side walls, 

and cast-iron rainwater 

goods. Snecked rusticated 

ashlar limestone walls with 

tooled limestone quoin 

stones and chamfered 

plinth. Enclosed graveyard 

to east having low 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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limestone enclosing wall 

with cast-iron railings and 

gate. Rubble limestone 

wall enclosing site. 

BH57  30315005 4305  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 48 Forster 

Street 

26m SE  Detached three-bay two-

storey house over 

basement, built c.1850, 

having bowed entrance bay 

to front and bowed bays to 

south ends of three-bay 

side elevations. Hipped 

slate roofs with rendered 

chimneystacks and 

rendered eaves with cast-

iron and replacement metal 

rainwater goods. 

Roughcast rendered walls 

with raised render quoins 

to corners and front bowed 

bay, and rendered plinth. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH58  30315003 2301  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Former 

Erasmus 

Smith 

Grammer 

School 1816, 

3 College 

Road 

19m NW  Freestanding H-plan five-

bay three-storey school 

with basement, built 1815, 

having slightly advanced 

gable-fronted end bays to 

front, and having recent 

addition to rear. Pitched 

and hipped slate roofs 

having limestone copings 

to front gables, and cast-

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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iron rainwater goods. 

Roughcast rendered walls 

having tooled limestone 

plinth, and with tooled 

limestone eaves course and 

tooled limestone plat band 

doubling as sill course to 

first floor. 

BH59  30315002  -  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 30 College 

Road 

 Adjacent  Detached three-bay two-

storey house, built c.1820, 

having canted-bay 

windows to end bays of 

ground floor. Hipped slate 

roof having one red-brick 

chimneystack and one 

rendered chimneystack, 

and replacement metal 

rainwater goods. Garden to 

front bounded by rendered 

plinth wall with decorative 

cast-iron railings and 

garden gate. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH60  30313001  -  Townparks  Rahoon  Post box, 

University 

Road 

 Adjacent  Wall-mounted cast-iron 

post box, installed c.1860. 

Royal crest and insignia of 

Victoria with fluted 

decoration to door having 

maker's mark at base. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH61  30314032  3702  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 2 Eglinton 

Street 

 Adjacent  Corner-sited attached 

eighteen-bay three-storey 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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former 'Colonial 

Buildings', built 1866, 

having arcaded ground 

floor to fourteen bays and 

curving around junction of 

Eglinton Street and 

Williamsgate Street. 

Former public house and 

restaurant to ground floor 

and other commercial units 

to upper storeys. Flat roof 

having cast-iron rainwater 

goods, and with hand-rail 

to rendered parapet. 

Painted rendered walls 

with moulded plinth, 

having render sill courses 

to upper storeys. Arcaded 

ground floor comprising 

round-headed openings 

flanked by vermiculated 

channelled pilasters with 

moulded imposts and 

supporting moulded 

archivolts with decorative 

scroll keystones. 

BH62  30313003  1030

5 & 

1030

6 

 Townparks  Rahoon  19-20 

University 

Road 

  Adjacent  Detached house, formerly 

pair of private houses, built 

c. 1900, each being two-

bay and L-plan having 

gable-fronted single bay to 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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front, two storeys with 

attic and basement. 

Canted-bay windows to 

ground and first floors of 

single bay to front. Gabled 

bays to side returns having 

pitched roof single-bay 

two-storey additions with 

canted-bay window to rear 

of east addition, flat roof 

two-bay single storey 

porch (west) and recent 

half-hipped and flat-roofed 

additions to rear c.1940. 

Slate and artificial slate 

pitched and half-hipped 

roofs having central 

rendered chimneystack 

with render coping. 

Variety of rainwater goods 

including original cast-

iron, replacement metal 

and replacement uPVC. 

Rendered rubble stone 

enclosing wall having cast-

iron railings and gates with 

panelled rendered gate 

piers. 

BH63 30308006  6805  Townparks  Rahoon  Former 

nurses' home, 

UCHG 

 40m NW  Detached Art Deco former 

nurses' home, built 1933-

38, in hospital complex. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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Comprises twelve-bay 

three-storey wings 

flanking with rounded 

ends, flanking seven-bay 

four-storey central block, 

middle entrance bay of 

latter block projecting 

slightly outwards and 

upwards. Ten-bay four-

storey return to west meets 

main block via stepped 

profile connecting bay. 

Multiple recent additions 

to rear of corrugated sheet 

metal construction. Flat 

roofs throughout having 

concrete coped parapets, 

concealed gutters and cast-

iron rainwater goods 

(downpipes). Open 

concrete-roofed balconies 

to end bays of main block. 

Roughcast render to walls 

with exception of front 

block which is coursed 

rock-faced granite 

blockwork including plinth 

and pilasters, latter 

concrete-capped and 

separating ground floor of 

wings into seven bays and 
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also flanking main bays of 

entrance block. 

BH64  - 7406  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Former Mill, 

Nuns Island 

Street 

30m S     www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

BH65  - 3606  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Grave 

monument 

associated 

with Galway 

Gaol 

 0m  Memorial located within 

the cathedral carpark. 

Plaques commemorate all 

those who died or were 

executed at Galway Gaol 

and specifically one Myles 

Joyce, an innocent man 

executed at the gaol in 

1882. 

  www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

BH66 

 

 -  3607  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Fisheries 

Offices, Earls 

Island 

 Adjacent  Multi Bay Single Storey 

with Dormer Commercial 

Buildings 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH67  -  1050

7 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Sculpture  0m  Free standing elm-wood 

sculpture of a leaping 

salmon located at eastern 

end of Salmon Weir 

Bridge. Moderate 

weathering and some 

evidence of repair 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH68  -  9602  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Church 

grounds with 

cemetery 

 11m E Church grounds with 

cemetery, Medieval stone 

carvings, architectural 

fragments and tower 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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building. Site of medieval 

waterway 

BH69  -  9604  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Medieval 

Doorway 

 25m W  1624 Medieval Doorway 

with Arms of D’Arcy and 

Marin Family Medieval 

hood mouldings. Plaque of 

Blake Arms 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH70  -  9603  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Convent 

Grounds with 

Graves 

 1m S Medieval fragments, 

doorway, site of medieval 

waterway, Convent 

Grounds with Graves 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH71  -  7202  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Inscribed 

stone 

 43m S  Inscribed stone dated 

1816, IHS Cross with 

name J. Healy 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH72  -  5601  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 18, 19 Mary 

Street 

 Adjacent  3 Bay 3 Storey with 

Dormer Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH73  -  9605  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 2 St. Francis 

Street 

 Adjacent  3 Bay 2 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH74 Void Void Void Void Void Void Void Void 

BH75 

 

 -  3703  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Town 

defenses 

 0m Site of former C17th 

bastion, 2 no. Lions Tower 

Plaques 1. Arms of 

Galway 2. Arms of 

DeBathe. National 

Monument 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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BH76  -  3901  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 17 Eyre Street  23m E  House, Single storey 

thatched element. IHS 

Plaque 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH77  -  3903  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Town 

defenses 

 35m NE  Site of gate and bastion 

wall, incorporated into 

modern building. National 

Monument 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH78  -  1080

1 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 16, 18, 18a 

William Street 

 5m W  Commercial building   www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

BH79  -  1080

3 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

20 William 

Street 

15m SW   5 Bay 3 Storey corner 

Commercial Building 

  www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

 -  1080

5 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

22 William 

Street 

 19m SW 2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

  www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

 -  1080

6 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

24 William 

Street 

 24m SW 2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

  www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

 -  1080

8 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

26 William 

Street 

 28m SW 2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

  www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

 -  1081

0 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

28 William 

Street 

 32m SW 2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

  www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

BH80  -  1080

7 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 27, 29 

William Street 

 6m S Part of original 7 Bay 3 

Storey Commercial 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH81  -  1903  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Section of 

medieval wall 

 14m SE  Medieval carved stone 

windows and cut stone 

fragments 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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BH82  -  1902  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Section of 

medieval wall 

(x2) 

 32m SE  Section of late medieval 

house 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH83  -  1901  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

  Town 

defenses 

 42m SE  Section of medieval town 

wall, National Monument 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH84  -  1080

2 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 19 William 

Street 

Adjacent  4 Bay 3 Storey corner 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH85  -  1100

6 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 15 

Williamsgate 

Street 

Adjacent  2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH86  -  1100

5 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 10, 11 

Williamsgate 

Street 

Adjacent  5 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH87  -  1100

4 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 9 

Williamsgate 

Street 

Adjacent  2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH88  -  302  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Former 

artisan 

cottages 

 19m SE  Two Lime Rendered 

Rubble-Stone Houses 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH89  -  1100

1 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 1 

Williamsgate 

Street 

 Adjacent  4 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH90 Void Void Void Void Void Void Void Void 

BH91  - 9901  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

1 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 12m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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 - 9902  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

2 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 16m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9903  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

3 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 20m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9904  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

4 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 25m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9905  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

5 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 33m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9906  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

6 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 12m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9907  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

7 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 16m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9908  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

8 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 20m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9909  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

9 St. Nicholas 

Street 

 25m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9910  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

10 St. 

Nicholas 

Street 

 33m NW 2 Bay 2 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH92  -  1040

1 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Victoria Place  Adjacent  3 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH93  -  1000

2 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Railway and 

Ancillary 

Buildings 

(Footbridge) 

 16m SW  Stone Train Sheds, Stone 

Stables, Turntable, Bridges 

and Tracks 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 



Galway City Council BusConnects Galway - Cross City Link 

 
Appendix 15.4 - RPS and NIAH Structures within the Study Area  

 

Chapter 15 Archaeology, Architecture, and Cultural Heritage | Issue | 12 August 2022 | Arup 

 

Appendix 15.4 - Page 49 

 

BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

BH94  - 4302  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

12 Forster 

Street 

Adjacent 2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 4303  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

14 Forster 

Street 

Adjacent 2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 4304  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

16 Forster 

Street 

Adjacent 2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 4309  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

18 Forster 

Street 

Adjacent  7 Bay 5 Storey with 

Dormer Commercial 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH95  -  4307  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 St. Patricks 

Church, 

Forster Street 

 26m W  1970s Church   www.galwaycity.ie/heri

tage-conservation 

BH96  -  7801   Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

33 Prospect 

Hill 

 3m NW  3 Bay 4 Storey over 

basement Corner 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 -  7802  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

35 Prospect 

Hill 

 3m NW  2 Bay 4 Storey over 

basement Commercial 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH97 
 - 9501  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

1 St. Brendans 

Road, 

Headford 

Road 

Adjacent 2 Bay 3 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9502  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

2 St. Brendans 

Road, 

Headford 

Road 

Adjacent 2 Bay 3 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

 - 9503  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

3 St. Brendans 

Road, 

Headford 

Road 

Adjacent 2 Bay 3 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9504  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

4 St. Brendans 

Road, 

Headford 

Road 

Adjacent 2 Bay 3 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9505  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

5 St. Brendans 

Road, 

Headford 

Road 

Adjacent 2 Bay 3 Storey Residential 

Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

 - 9506  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

6 St. Brendans 

Road, 

Headford 

Road 

Adjacent  2 Bay 3 Storey 

Commercial Building 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH98  -  2302  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

Carved 

Limestone 

block with 

blank shield in 

wall, 6 

College Road 

 Adjacent  Carved Limestone block 

with blank shield in wall, 6 

College Road 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH99  -  1060

3 

 Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 1 Wellpark 

Road 

 Adjacent   2 Bay 2 Storey 

Residential Buildings 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH100  -  5202  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Pier, Lough 

Atalia 

 23m S  C19th Relief Work Stone 

Ashlar Pier 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

BH101  -  8406  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 Boundary 

Stone 

 38m E Cloch an Lionsigh (Lynchs 

Stone, see also AH18)  

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 

BH102  30314009  2603  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

1 Courthouse 

Sq 

 20m NW  Terraced two-bay four-

storey house, built c.1800, 

now in use as office and 

having recent flat-roofed 

extensions to rear. Pitched 

slate roof having rendered 

chimneystack and cast-iron 

rainwater goods. 

Roughcast rendered walls 

with rendered eaves 

course. 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 

BH103  30314078  220  Townparks St. 

Nicholas 

 33 Abbeygate 

Street Upper 

 49m S  End-of-terrace four-bay 

three-storey former house, 

built c.1820, with attic 

storey, now in use as 

public house, having 

recent additions to rear. 

Pitched slate roof having 

recent roof-lights, rendered 

chimneystacks and 

replacement uPVC 

rainwater goods. Exposed 

limestone rubble wall to 

front elevation, showing 

evidence of straight joints 

indicating alterations, 

having rendered eaves 

course, rendered wall to 

www.buildingsofireland.

ie 
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BH 

No. 

NIAH No. RPS 

No. 

Townland Parish Classification Dist. from 

scheme 

Description Reference 

north-west gable, and 

rendered walls to rear 

extension. 

BH104  -  1030

1 

 Townparks Rahoon  Architectural 

fragments 

 5m NE Remains of mullioned 

stone window from site of 

St. James Chapel c1510 

www.galwaycity.ie/herit

age-conservation 
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Appendix 15.5 Stray Finds within the Study Area 

Museum No IA/272/87 

Townland Middle Street, Townparks 

Parish St. Nicholas 

Barony Galway 

Find Various archaeological finds 

Find place Excavation at Middle Street 

Description Post-medieval dwelling houses fronting middle street. 17th century pot 
sherds and a clay pipe bowl (1660–1680). House probably shown on the 
1651 map of Galway. A large quantity of domestic wares such as wine 
bottles and glasses, pottery etc, were found in pits. Glass tableware and 
wine bottles indicate Galways link with overseas trade in 17th and 18th 
centuries. Before c. 1780 most of the fine glass tableware was imported 
from England and the wine glasses discovered here were of English 
origin.  

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No IA/193/87 

Townland Townparks 

Parish St. Nicholas 

Barony Galway 

Find Two coins, one button and various archaeological finds 

Find place Found during excavation at Merchants Road, Galway 

Description Copper penny (Irish 1601) and a copper token (penny, c. 1660). The 
token is possibly a token of Dominic French (merchant of Galway). 
Excavations were undertaken in 1987 near a section of the town wall. 
The remains of 6 skulls were discovered during the excavation.  

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No 2006:24 

Townland Townparks 

Parish St Nicholas 

Barony Galway 

Find Bann Flake 

Find place Corner of cross street and High Street 

Description None  

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No 2004:106 

Townland Newcastle 

Parish St. Nicholas 

Barony Galway 
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Find Human Remains 

Find place Near River Corrib 

Description Human skull found during a dive 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No 2002:63-65 

Townland Townparks 

Parish St. Nicholas 

Barony Galway 

Find Strike-a-light and two axeheads 

Find place At the Claddagh 

Description None 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No 1999: 137  

Townland Townparks 

Parish St. Nicholas 

Barony Galway 

Find Glass 

Find place Quay Street 

Description None 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No 1993:46-49 

Townland Townparks 

Parish St. Nicholas 

Barony Galway 

Find Earthenware pottery 

Find place Unknown 

Description 4 sherds of earthenware pottery 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No E269:1, 4-6 

Townland Townparks 

Parish St. Nicholas 

Barony Galway 

Find Knife, two iron swords and a stone axehead 

Find place River Corrib 

Description E269:1 Knife 

Reference E269:4 Iron Sword 
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Museum No E269: 2, 3, 15-17 

Townland Newcastle  

Parish St. Nicholas 

Barony Galway 

Find Four iron swords and an iron spearhead 

Find place River Corrib 

Description E269:2 Iron Sword 

Reference E269:3 Iron Sword 

 

Museum No 2002:63-65 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Strike-a-light and two axeheads 

Find place At the Claddagh 

Description None 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No 1999: 137 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Glass 

Find place Quay Street 

Description None 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No 1993:46-49 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Earthenware pottery 

Find place Unknown 

Description 4 sherds of earthenware pottery 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No N/A 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 
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Find Stone Axehead 

Find place Found at Galway 

Description No further information 

Reference Cat. Coll. Crofton Croker (1854), p.10: lot 152 

 

Museum No 1930:76-8 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Three polished stone axeheads 

Find place Galway 

Description No further information 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No W.89 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find N/A 

Find place Galway 

Description Flat bronze axehead 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No W.33; F399 F400 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Two bronze axeheads 

Find place Galway 

Description No further information 

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No BM  W.G.1603 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Spearhead (bronze) 

Find place Galway 

Description No further information  

Reference Cat. Coll. Crofton Croker (1854), p.12: lot 201 
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Museum No 1937:3673-4 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Two bronze socketed axeheads 

Find place Galway 

Description No further information  

Reference NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No Wk.21 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Iron axehead 

Find place From River Corrib near new bridge, Galway  

Description No further information 

Reference NMI Topographical File 

 

Museum No Wk.24; W.6; F502; W.6; F503; F501 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Two iron swords, spearhead and pike 

Find place From river Corrib, near new bridge, Galway 

Description No further information 

Reference NMI Topographical File 

 

Museum No Wk.37 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Iron pike-head 

Find place Found in the River Corrib, near new bridge, Galway 

Description No further information 

Reference NMI Topographical File 

 

Museum No Wk. 39 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 
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Find Massive iron pike-head 

Find place Found in River Corrib, near new bridge, Galway 

Description No further information 

Reference NMI Topographical File 

 

Museum No 2196-2203 

Townland - 

Parish - 

Barony - 

Find Coin hoard deposited after 1645 

Find place Courthouse, Galway 

Description No further information 

Reference NMI Topographical File 
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A.15.6 Impact Assessment and the Cultural 
Heritage Resource 

Potential Impacts on Archaeological and Historical 
Remains 

Impacts are defined as ‘the degree of change in an environment resulting from a 
development’ (Environmental Protection Agency 2017). They are described as 
profound, significant or slight impacts on archaeological remains. They may be 
negative, positive or neutral, direct, indirect or cumulative, temporary or 
permanent. 

Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of 
the area affected, and the range of archaeological and historical resources 
potentially affected. Development can affect the archaeological and historical 
resource of a given landscape in a number of ways. 

• Permanent and temporary land-take, associated structures, landscape 
mounding, and their construction may result in damage to or loss of 
archaeological remains and deposits, or physical loss to the setting of historic 
monuments and to the physical coherence of the landscape; 

• Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways: 
disturbance by excavation, topsoil stripping and the passage of heavy 
machinery; disturbance by vehicles working in unsuitable conditions; or burial 
of sites, limiting accessibility for future archaeological investigation; 

• Hydrological changes in groundwater or surface water levels can result from 
construction activities such as de-watering and spoil disposal, or longer-term 
changes in drainage patterns. These may desiccate archaeological remains and 
associated deposits; 

• Visual impacts on the historic landscape sometimes arise from construction 
traffic and facilities, built earthworks and structures, landscape mounding and 
planting, noise, fences and associated works. These features can impinge 
directly on historic monuments and historic landscape elements as well as 
their visual amenity value; 

• Landscape measures such as tree planting can damage sub-surface 
archaeological features, due to topsoil stripping and through the root action of 
trees and shrubs as they grow; 

• Ground consolidation by construction activities or the weight of permanent 
embankments can cause damage to buried archaeological remains, especially 
in colluviums or peat deposits; 

• Disruption due to construction also offers in general the potential for adversely 
affecting archaeological remains. This can include machinery, site offices, and 
service trenches. 
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Although not widely appreciated, positive impacts can accrue from developments. 
These can include positive resource management policies, improved maintenance 
and access to archaeological monuments, and the increased level of knowledge of 
a site or historic landscape as a result of archaeological assessment and 
fieldwork. 

Predicted Impacts 

The severity of a given level of land-take or visual intrusion varies with the type 
of monument, site or landscape features and its existing environment. Severity of 
impact can be judged taking the following into account: 

• The proportion of the feature affected and how far physical characteristics
fundamental to the understanding of the feature would be lost;

• Consideration of the type, date, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability,
rarity, potential and amenity value of the feature affected; and

• Assessment of the levels of noise, visual and hydrological impacts, either in
general or site-specific terms, as may be provided by other specialists.
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Appendix 15.7 Mitigation Measures and the 
Cultural Heritage Resource 

Potential Mitigation Strategies for Cultural Heritage 
Remains 

Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of the proposed 
development that can be adopted to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset negative 
effects. 

The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological remains or intrusion 
on their setting and amenity arise when the site options for the development are 
being considered. Damage to the archaeological resource immediately adjacent to 
developments may be prevented by the selection of appropriate construction 
methods. Reducing adverse effects can be achieved by good design, for example 
by screening historic buildings or upstanding archaeological monuments or by 
burying archaeological sites undisturbed rather than destroying them. Offsetting 
adverse effects is probably best illustrated by the full investigation and recording 
of archaeological sites that cannot be preserved in situ. 

Definition of Mitigation Strategies 

Archaeological Resource 

The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in situ. This is not 
always a practical solution, however. Therefore, a series of recommendations are 
offered to provide ameliorative measures where avoidance and preservation in situ 
are not possible. 

Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited programme of 
intrusive fieldwork which determines the presence or absence of archaeological 
features, structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a specified area or site on 
land, inter-tidal zone or underwater. If such archaeological remains are present 
field evaluation defines their character, extent, quality and preservation, and 
enables an assessment of their worth in a local, regional, national or international 
context as appropriate’ (CIfA 2014a). 

Full Archaeological Excavation can be defined as ‘a programme of controlled, 
intrusive fieldwork with defined research objectives which examines, records and 
interprets archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as appropriate, 
retrieves artefacts, ecofacts and other remains within a specified area or site on 
land, inter-tidal zone or underwater. The records made and objects gathered 
during fieldwork are studied and the results of that study published in detail 
appropriate to the project design’ (CIfA 2014b). 

Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as ‘a formal programme of observation 
and investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-
archaeological reasons.  
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This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater, 
where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be disturbed or 
destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a report and ordered 
archive (CIfA 2014c). 

Underwater Archaeological Assessment consists of a programme of works carried 
out by a specialist underwater archaeologist, which can involve wade surveys, 
metal detection surveys and the excavation of test pits within the sea or riverbed. 
These assessments are able to access and assess the potential of an underwater 
environment to a much higher degree than terrestrial based assessments. 

Architectural Resource 

The architectural resource is generally subject to a greater degree of change than 
archaeological sites, as structures may survive for many years but their usage may 
change continually. This can be reflected in the fabric of the building, with the 
addition and removal of doors, windows and extensions. Due to their often more 
visible presence within the landscape than archaeological sites, the removal of 
such structures can sometimes leave a discernable ‘gap’ with the cultural identity 
of a population. However, a number of mitigation measures are available to 
ensure a record is made of any structure that is deemed to be of special interest, 
which may be removed or altered as part of a proposed development. 

Conservation Assessment consists of a detailed study of the history of a building 
and can include the surveying of elevations to define the exact condition of the 
structure. These assessments are carried out by Conservation Architects and 
would commonly be carried out in association with proposed alterations or 
renovations on a Recorded Structure. 

Building Survey may involve making an accurate record of elevations (internal 
and external), internal floor plans and external sections. This is carried out using 
an EDM (Electronic Distance Measurer) and GPS technology to create scaled 
drawings that provide a full record of the appearance of a building at the time of 
the survey. 

Historic Building Assessment is generally specific to one building, which may 
have historic significance, but is not a Protected Structure or listed within the 
NIAH. A full historical background for the structure is researched and the site is 
visited to assess the standing remains and make a record of any architectural 
features of special interest. These assessments can also be carried out in 
conjunction with a building survey. 

Written and Photographic record provides a basic record of features such as stone 
walls, which may have a small amount of cultural heritage importance and are 
recorded for prosperity. Dimensions of the feature are recorded with a written 
description and photographs as well as some cartographic reference, which may 
help to date a feature. 
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